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1. INTRODUCTION

In 1990, the Collaborative UK Marine Mammal Strandings Project was initiated and part-funded by the 
UK Department of the Environment (now Defra). The project involves detailed pathological and other 
investigations of stranded marine mammal carcasses (mostly cetacean) from UK waters. It forms part of 
the Department's international obligations towards conservation agreements, including the Agreement on 
the conservation of Small Cetaceans of the Baltic and North Seas (ASCOBANS). The UK Defra contract 
is held by the Natural History Museum (NHM), with research being co-ordinated in England and Wales 
by the Zoological Society of London (ZSL) and the Scottish Agricultural College (SAC) in Scotland. A 
number of other organisations are involved with the collaboration which include Marine Environmental
Monitoring (MEM), the Centre for Environmental Fisheries and Aquaculture Science (CEFAS), the 
University College Cork and the Department of Agriculture for Northern Ireland. Post-mortem
examinations are carried out by the Department of Veterinary Pathology, University of Liverpool, the 
Zoological Society of London, the Veterinary Investigation centre, Truro and the Scottish Agricultural 
College, Inverness.   In addition to pathological and related investigations, a range of frozen and fixed 
material, collected post-mortem, are currently archived at the Zoological Society of London.
As from 2001, marine turtles have been included within the project and dead carcasses have been 
routinely collected, wherever possible, for post-mortem examination.

Records of sightings and strandings of live and dead marine turtles are kept by the Welsh Strandings Co-
ordinator within the “Collaborative UK Marine Mammal & Marine Turtle Strandings Project”.

1.1 The UK Turtle Implementation Group. 

In 1999, English Nature published the UK Marine Turtles Grouped Species Action Plan (SAP) on behalf 
of the UK Biodiversity Group. The SAP is part of the UK Biodiversity Action Plan and aims to enhance 
marine turtle conservation in UK waters and in the UK Overseas Territories as well as raise awareness 
and knowledge of their occurrence, legal protection and measures to enhance conservation amongst
marine users and the general public. The SAP is being implemented by a group of organisations led by
joint lead partners the Marine Conservation Society (MCS) and the Herpetological Conservation Trust 
(HCT). The contact agency is Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH). The Turtle Implementation Group (TIG) 
consists of the following organisations:- 

Countryside Council for Wales The Countryside Council for Wales is the statutory advisor to government on 
sustaining natural beauty, wildlife and the opportunity for outdoor enjoyment throughout Wales and its inshore waters.
Contact: Tom Stringell 01248 385780
English Nature is the Government agency that champions the conservation of wildlife and natural features throughout 
England. Contact: Jim Foster 01733 455241
Environment and Heritage Service is the agency responsible for the implementation of government environmental 
policy in Northern Ireland.  Its aim is “to protect and conserve the natural and man-made environment and to promote 
its appreciation for the benefit of present and future generations”. Contact: John Milburne 02890 546558
MEDASSET, founded in 1988, is an international non-governmental organisation registered as a charity in the UK 
and as a non profit organisation in Greece, working for the conservation of sea turtles  and their habitats throughout the 
Mediterranean. Its scientific and educational website www.euroturtle.org, was developed by Roger Poland, and is
hosted by Exeter University.  Contact: Marc-Antoine Dunais +30 210 3613572
Herpetological Conservation Trust are an authority on reptile and amphibian issues and are Lead Partners or joint
Lead Partners for all five of the reptile and amphibian Action Plans within the UK BAP. Contact: Tony Gent 01202 
391319
The Marine Conservation Society (MCS) is the UK charity dedicated to the protection of the marine environment 
and its wildlife. MCS is joint Lead Partner of the Marine Turtles Grouped Species Action Plan and coordinates the TIG 
with support from the Cheltenham & Gloucester plc. Contact: Peter Richardson 01989 566017
Marine Environmental Monitoring (MEM) is a member of the DEFRA “Collaborative UK Cetacean & Marine
Turtle Strandings Project”, www.strandings.com.  MEM also manages ‘TURTLE’ a UK & Eire database holding both 
records of sightings and strandings of marine turtles dating back to 1748. Contact: Rod Penrose (Reporting telephone 
No. 01348 875000)
The Marine Turtle Research Group (www.seaturtle.org/mtrg), University of Wales Swansea carries out research and 
conservation projects regarding turtles in UK waters, Mediterranean and the UK Overseas Territories. Staff edit the 
international Marine Turtle Newsletter (www.seaturtle.org/mtn). Contacts: Dr Brendan Godley & Dr Annette 
Broderick 01792 295445
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Professor John Davenport is Head of Department of Zoology & Animal Ecology at University College Cork. He has 
worked on most species of sea turtles since the early 1980s, conducting fundamental studies on their physiology and 
biomechanics. He is currently linked to turtle conservation programmes in Bermuda and Cephalonia. Contact: +353 21 
490 4051
Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) is a government body responsible to the Scottish Executive and Scottish Parliament.
SNH promotes the care, improvement, responsible enjoyment, understanding, appreciation and sustainable use of
Scotland’s natural heritage. SNH is the contact government point for the Marine Turtles Grouped Species Action Plan. 
Contact: Dr Martin Gaywood 0131 446 2444
The Wildlife Trusts is a partnership of 47 Wildlife Trusts, across the UK, caring for more than 2,400 nature reserves. 
It campaigns for the protection of wildlife and invests in the future by helping people of all ages to gain a greater 
appreciation and understanding of nature. Contact: Colin Speedie 07836 746197 

2. MATERIALS AND METHODS

Contact details vary for different parts of the UK and the Turtle Code (Appendix 2) should be consulted 
for the relevant contacts. In England & Wales a 24 hour answerphone (01348 875000), is interrogated at 
regular intervals.   A message requests callers to leave details of the stranding or sighting and location, 
along with their name and contact phone number, so they may be reached if confirmation of details are 
required.   (If the stranding is a live stranding then a message on the answerphone informs the caller to 
contact the RSPCA immediately. see 2.1). 
The following criteria are applied: - 

2.1 Live

(Condition code 1) 1
In 1994 the Marine Animal Rescue Coalition (MARC) was formed. This consists of all the major animal
welfare and conservation bodies involved with marine mammals in the UK. It has been agreed that in the 
case of a live stranding the first point of call would be the RSPCA (England & Wales), SSPCA (Scotland) 
as they support a manned 24-hour emergency phone.  The RSPCA/SSPCA would then contact the 
relevant organisations, Marine Environmental Monitoring etc.
Contacts and advice can be found in the UK Turtle Code (Appendix 2). 

2.2 Dead

(Condition code 2a extremely fresh as if just died) 1
(Condition code 2b slight decomposition) 1

Health and safety precautions are followed with the animal only being handled with gloved hands. It is 
then taken immediately for post-mortem examination.
  .
(Condition code 3 moderate decomposition)1

Health and safety precautions are followed with the animal only being handled with gloved hands. 
Preferably it is taken immediately for post-mortem examination.  Storage at +40 Celsius is permissible for 
a maximum of 1 week.

(Condition code 4 advanced decomposition)1

(Condition code 5 mummified carcass)1

Species identified, basic measurements taken together with skin for DNA.  Health and safety precautions 
being observed. Local Authorities then contacted for safe disposal of remains.

All live and dead marine turtles are allocated a “T0000/01” number.  “T” designates the animal as a 
marine turtle, 0000 is the year and  /01 is an individual number for each record of the same year.  Records 
of all strandings & sightings in the UK & Eire are kept by the Strandings Co-ordinator. Copies of post-
mortem examination reports are sent from the Strandings Co-ordinator to the finder and others associated 
with the relevant stranding. 
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3. RESULTS

Table 1.

2002 Total number of reported marine turtles for UK & Eire (live & dead).
Jan Feb Mar Apr MayJun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec TOTAL

Green turtle (Chelonia mydas) 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
Hawksbill turtle (Eretmochelys imbricata) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Kemp's ridley turtle (Lepidochelys kempii) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Leatherback turtle (Dermochelys coriacea) 0 2 0 0 1 5 12 28 9 3 0 0 60
Loggerhead turtle (Caretta caretta) 1 3 1 1 1 5 3 0 0 0 0 1 16
Unidentified 0 0 0 0 0 2 5 2 0 0 0 0 9

Total animals 1 6 1 1 2 12 20 30 9 3 0 1 86

Table 2. 

2002 Number of live marine turtles.
Jan Feb Mar Apr MayJun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec TOTAL

Green turtle (Chelonia mydas) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Hawksbill turtle (Eretmochelys imbrcata) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Kemp's ridley turtle (Lepidochelys kempii) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Leatherback turtle (Dermochelys coriacea) 0 0 0 0 1 4 12 28 9 2 0 0 56
Loggerhead turtle (Caretta caretta) 1 1 0 1 0 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 7
Unidentified 0 0 0 0 0 1 3 2 0 0 0 0 6

Total animals 1 1 0 1 1 7 17 30 9 2 0 0 69

Table 3. 

2002 Number of dead marine turtles.
Jan Feb Mar Apr MayJun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec TOTAL

Green turtle (Chelonia mydas) 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
Hawksbill turtle (Eretmochelys imbrcata) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Kemp's ridley turtle (Lepidochelys kempii) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Leatherback turtle (Dermochelys coriacea) 0 2 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 4
Loggerhead turtle (Caretta caretta) 0 2 1 0 0 3 1 0 0 0 0 1 8
Unidentified 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 3

Total animals 0 5 1 0 0 5 3 0 0 1 0 1 16

No information on ‘live’ or ‘dead’ status can be ascertained on a loggerhead turtle stranding from the 
Aran Islands, Co Galway on the 29th May. This record is included in Table 1. and plotted in Figure 8. 
‘loggerhead strandings’ but consequently does not appear in either  Table 2. ‘live turtles ‘or  Table 3. 
‘dead turtles’.

The general geographical distribution of each species, strandings and sightings, are plotted on the 
following maps. Although the maps are generated directly from the data stored, they should be regarded 
as showing distribution of animals rather than giving absolute counts. While the co-ordinate system and 
the mapping software can theoretically differentiate between points as close as 1 metre apart, even 
separations of 100 metres at the scale at which these maps are presented, any two or more such symbols
may appear to overlap completely.
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Figure 2. All species sightings & strandings 
2002.
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Figure 1. All species sightings & strandings 
2001.
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Figure 3.       Leatherback sightings 2002. 
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Figure 4. Loggerhead sightings 2002. 
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Figure 5.        Unidentified sightings 2002. 
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3.2 Strandings. 
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Figure 6. Green turtle strandings 2002. 

Figure 7.       Leatherback strandings 2002. 
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Figure 8. Loggerhead strandings 2002. 
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Figure 9. Unidentified strandings 2002. 
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No live or dead green turtle or Kemp’s ridley turtle 
‘sightings’ were reported during this ten year review 
however, ‘strandings’ of both live and dead Kemp’s ridley
turtles have been recorded during this period Figure 10. It 
is thought that numbers of Kemp’s ridley turtles visiting 
UK shores may steadily increase due to the recent 
protection of their nesting beach in Mexico. 

Kemp's ridley strandings

0

1

2

3

19
93

19
94

19
95

19
96

19
97

19
98

19
99

20
00

20
01

20
02

Live

Dead

Figure 10. Live and dead Kemp's
ridley strandings from 1993 - 2002.

The post-mortem examination reports and contaminant
analysis of the 3 Kemp’s ridley turtles that were found 
stranded and died in Cornwall and south Wales in 2000 are 
included as Appendix 3. 

The ‘Turtle Code’ was distributed throughout 2002 to Sea Fisheries Committees (SFC’s), Fish Producers 
Organisations (FPO’s), dive clubs, marinas, harbour masters, sailing clubs, RSPCA, Solway firth partners 
and wildlife NGO’s in England and Wales. Towards the end of 2002 turtle codes were sent to all DEFRA 
fisheries offices in England. In total, 11,886 turtle codes were distributed between March and December
2002 (Peter Richardson MCS pers. comm.).

The comprehensive mailing of ‘Turtle codes’ distributed by MCS in 2002 may account for the increase in 
leatherback sightings around Cornwall, Devon and the Solway firth, Figure 3. However this does not 
explain the paucity of reports from the Irish Sea/Welsh coast that would be expected if these animals are 
moving through the Irish Sea. 

Table 4.

2002 Total number of records for each country.
Channel Islands 2
Eire 14
England 56
N. Ireland 0
Scotland 12
Wales 2
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4. MATTERS ARISING.

4.1 2000 

he contaminant analysis of the 

eport

.2 2001

2001/21 A loggerhead turtle (Caretta caretta)

niques, being
d

e

of Airtours

e

 the television 

urved carapace length on stranding 25cm, Weight 1.8kg. 

urved carapace length on release 27cm, Weight 2.35kg. 

IT tag inserted on release from UK in rear left thigh. No. 826 098100 319937. 

2001/24 Originally reported and recorded as a loggerhead turtle (Caretta caretta).  The carcass had 
red

und to be a green

Results on t
three Kemp’s ridley turtles that stranded in
Cornwall and south Wales in 2000 were 
received from CEFAS in 2002. The full r
funded by WWF and the EA is attached as 
Appendix 3. 

4

T
that live-stranded on Preesall beach, Blackpool, 
Lancashire on the 29th November 2001 was 
driven to Weymouth for rehabilitation under
the care of Julie Ions, Bio Services at 
Weymouth SeaLife centre.
Advice on rehabilitation tech
gathered by TIG, was forwarded to Julie an
after nearly 4 months the turtle, now named
‘Shelly’, was successfully released back into
the warmer waters of the Canary Islands on th
19th March 2002. Plate 1.
Again, the kind assistance
International and Gran Canaria state 
veterinarian Pascual Calabuig made th
repatriation possible. 
The event was documented by
program “Pet Rescue” and can be viewed on 
the attached CD-ROM (Appendix 4). 

Plate 1. T2001/21 'Shelly' being released back into the
warmer waters of Gran Canaria by Julie Ions. 

photo courtesy of: Bournemouth News. 

C

C

P

T
stranded at Knot End near Blackpool, Lancashire on the 30th December 2001. The turtle was kindly sto
at -200 C at the Fleetwood Museum until collection for full examination could be arranged within the 
DEFRA led ‘Collaborative UK Marine Mammal & Marine Turtle Strandings Project’.
Under post-mortem examination at the Zoological Society of London, the carcass was fo
turtle (Chelonia mydas). Plate 2. 
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Plate 2. T2001/24 Green turtle (Chelonia mydas) awaiting post-mortem examination at the Zoological
Society of London.

On further examination a fragment of plastic was found lodged in the oesophagus Plate 3 together with 
other items of plastic in the stomach including a large fragment (approx. 10cm x 5cm) of blue balloon Plate 4.

Plate 3. Fragment of plastic lodged in the oesophagus 
of green turtle T2001/24.

Plate 4. Stomach contents of green turtle T2001/24
showing large fragment of blue balloon.

The entrance to the intestinal tract was completely blocked by seaweed, feather shafts and fragments of 
plastic. Cause of death was given as oesophageal impaction and stomach impaction resulting from
ingestion of plastic. 
At the time of stranding this animal represented the fifth recording of this species since 1748. 
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5. LIVE STRANDING EVENTS 2002.

There were 6 live-strandings of marine turtles reported through 2002, all were reported as loggerhead 
turtles (Caretta caretta).

T2002/24 was found stranded on the 28th January at Claddaghduff, County Galway, Eire and taken to 
Ocean World, Dingle, County Kerry for rehabilitation. The turtle was eventually found to be fit for 
release and flown to veterinarian Pascual Calabuig on Gran Canaria where it was released on the 23rd

December into a sea temperature of 190 Celsius. 

T2002/25 was found stranded on the 25th April at Waterville Strand, County Kerry, Eire and taken to 
Ocean World, Dingle, County Kerry for rehabilitation. Possible release in 2003. No further info.

T2002/13 was found stranded on the 17th June at Red Strand near Clonakilty, County Cork, Eire and 
taken to Ocean World, Dingle, County Kerry for rehabilitation. Possible release in 2003. No further info.

T2002/16 named ‘Buddy’ was found stranded on the 30th June at Millook Haven near Bude, Cornwall 
and taken to the Blue Reef Aquarium, New Quay. The turtle was eventually found to be fit for release and 
flown together with T2002/18 to veterinarian Pascual Calabuig on Gran Canaria on the 12th August. 

T2002/20 named ‘Kevin’ was found stranded on the 
4th July at Perran Bay, Perranporth, Cornwall and 
taken to the Blue Reef Aquarium, New Quay. The 
turtle died early that evening and was stored ready
for collection for a post-mortem examination at the 
Zoological Society of London. Results from the 
post-mortem examination indicated the animal was 
in an extremely poor nutritional status and had 
starved for some time. Plate 5.

T2002/18 named ‘Perry’ was found stranded on the 
4th July at Perranporth, Cornwall and taken to the 
Blue Reef Aquarium, New Quay. The animal had a 
substantial part of the right flipper missing Plate 6.
but was eventually found to be fit for release and 
flown together with T2002/16 to veterinarian 
Pascual Calabuig on Gran Canaria on the 12th

August.

5.1 Rehabilitation 

Plate 5. Loggerhead turtle T2002/20. Curved
carapace length was only 19cm. 

Blood from both turtles at New Quay, T2002/16 ‘Buddy’ and T2002/18 ‘Perry’, was sent for analysis at 
various times during their rehabilitation to James Barnett at Vetlab Services, Southwater, Horesham.
Analysis was very swift and no charge was levied in this instance, however, if  the TIG require this 
essential information, together with PIT tagging, funding needs to be agreed for the future.
T2002/18 ‘Perry’ was successfully released into the sea from Gran Canaria on the 13th August but 
T2002/16 ‘Buddy’ was held back with what was thought to be a neurological syndrome and spastic 
problem with the rear flippers causing the animal to swim in circles. Also, a biopsy wound on the right 
front flipper had not healed. 
In the last month of captivity no neurological symptoms were detected and the animal was declared 
strong and healthy and released into the seas of Gran Canaria on the 15th October 2002. 

 15 



Both animals were PIT tagged in the trailing edge 
of the front left flippers on departure from the Blue 
Reef Aquarium.

Plate 6. Loggerhead turtle T2002/18 showing a 
major part of the right flipper missing.

photo courtesy of: Blue Reef Aquarium. 

T2002/16 Curved carapace length on stranding 
33.5cm, Weight 3.75kg. 

PIT tag inserted on release from UK in trailing edge 
of the front left flipper. No. 967 000000 586015. 

T2002/18 Curved carapace length on stranding 
64cm, Weight 25kg. 

PIT tag inserted on release from UK in trailing edge 
of the front left flipper. No. 967 000000 559175. 

The repatriation of both T2002/16 and T2002/18 
was documented by the BBC TV program ‘The 
Really Wild Show’ and should be screened 
sometime in 2003. 

6. OTHER REPORTS OF INTEREST 2002.

T2002/02 was found stranded dead on the 25th

February at Achmelvich, north of Loch Inver, 
Scotland and taken to the Scottish Agricultural 
College, Inverness for post-mortem examination.
The turtle was found to be a green turtle (Chelonia
mydas), this stranding represents the sixth stranding 
of this species for the UK and the third for Scotland 
since 1748. 

T2002/39 was a leatherback turtle (Dermochelys
coriacea) approximately 2 metres in length. The
turtle was found alive at sea entangled in fishing net 
off the Scilly Isles on the 19th August. The animal
was successfully disentangled and released by the 
fisherman. Plate 7. Loggerhead turtles T2002/16 and T2002/18

at the Blue Reef Aquarium, New Quay, Cornwall.

photo courtesy of: Blue Reef Aquarium. 7. SAMPLES.

The normal procedure for the taking of samples is from fresh animals that have been taken for 
post-mortem examination within the Collaborative UK or the Irish Strandings project. 

Requests have been received from North Carolina, USA for humeri from dead loggerhead turtles that are 
found stranded on the UK coast. The study is to develop a means to age loggerhead turtles using growth
layers in the humeri.
Requests have also been received from IATA-CNR, Italy for 1 to 2 grams of scute plus 2 to 3 marginal
bones (where ribs are inserted) from dead loggerhead turtles for Carbon and Oxygen stable isotope 
determinations to learn more about the peculiarity/differences among populations. This is to compare
non-Mediterranean animals to those within the Mediterranean. 

Wherever possible the above samples have been collected and archived at MEM, Llechryd. The samples
will be forwarded, once numbers have been collected, to both parties with the appropriate CITES 
agreements.
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Samples of skin have continued to be taken by the Strandings Co-ordinator from animals, which would 
normally have been disposed of.  These samples have been archived at –200 C.

8. PUBLICITY.

The Strandings Web-site has been maintained to provide details of both the Collaborative UK & Celtic 
Strandings Projects. Although this is intended primarily for Wales, key contact details are given for 
England, Scotland and Ireland. The pages can be viewed at www.strandings.com and I would be grateful 
for any comments on the Web site and any further links to other sites that may be of interest.  
The “TURTLE” database will be available on this site in 2003. Morphometrics for turtles has been added 
to the site at www.strandings.com/biometrics.html
Posters and leaflets produced to increase awareness of the project have continued to be distributed.
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Post-mortem & contaminant analysis results of three Kemp’s ridley 
turtles stranded on the UK coast in 2000. 
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INTRODUCTION

The Kemp's ridley turtle (Lepidochelys kempii) is classified as 'Critically Endangered' and 95% of the 
population nest on one beach "Rancho Nuevo" in Mexico. The population had declined drastically
from 40,000 in 1947 to 5,000 in 1997 mainly due to the taking of eggs from nest sites. Rancho Nuevo 
has now become a National Nature Reserve and we should hopefully see a rise in this population.

This report covers all three Kemp’s ridley turtles reported stranded on the UK shores in 2000. These 
animals were submitted for post-mortem examination (PME) prior to the inclusion of these species in 
the “Collaborative UK Marine Mammal & Marine Turtle Project“ and examinations were funded by
Animal World, New Quay, the Cornwall Wildlife Trust and Marine Environmental Monitoring with 
contaminant analysis of T2000/19 and T2000/20 funded by WWF-UK1 and T2000/21a by the 
Environment Agency, Wales.

Post-mortem examinations were carried out at the Veterinary Investigation Laboratory, (VI centre), 
Polwhele by Vic Simpson and contaminant analysis at the Centre for Environment, Fisheries and 
Aquaculture Science (CEFAS) by Robin Law.

These strandings at Newquay, Cornwall and Kenfig, south Wales are only the 14th and 15th record of 
this species for England and only the fifth record of this species for Wales since 1748. ('TURTLE'
database 1999 Peirpoint & Penrose). 

RESULTS

The three Kemp’s ridley turtles are referred to in this report by their database numbers allocated in 
“TURTLE”.

T2000/19
Kemp’s ridley turtle, straight overall length (SOL) 36.5cm straight carapace width (SCW) 25cm
weight 3.232kg.
Found live-stranded at Fistral Beach, Newquay, Cornwall on the 21st November 2000 and taken to 
Blue Reef Aquarium, Newquay for rehabilitation. Died 23rd November 2000. Allocated VLA 
22/M98/11/00 at the VI centre, Polwhele. (PME report appendix 1). 

T2000/20
Kemp’s ridley turtle, straight overall length (SOL) 94cm straight carapace width (SCW) 62cm weight 
23.4kg.
Found dead, moderately decomposed at Newquay, Cornwall on the 29th November 2000 and taken to 
the VI centre by Phillipa Brakes, Newquay Zoo. Allocated VLA 22/M125/11/00 at the VI centre, 
Polwhele. (PME report appendix 2). 

T2000/21a
Kemp’s ridley turtle, straight overall length (SOL) 34cm straight carapace width (SCW) 23.5cm
weight 1.912kg.
Found live-stranded at Kenfig National Nature Reserve (NNR), Bridgend, south Wales on the 5th

December 2000 and taken to Blue Reef Aquarium, Newquay for rehabilitation. Died 10 th December
2000. Allocated VLA 22/M50/12/00 at the VI centre, Polwhele. (PME report appendix 3). 

1 WWF-UK registered charity number 1081247 A company limited by guarantee number 4016725 Panda symbol ©1986 WWF ®  WWF
registered trademark owner. 
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Two further dead hard-shell turtles were reported together with T2000/21a on the 5th December 2000 
at Kenfig NNR but nothing was found by a subsequent search by rangers. These have been recorded in 
the TURTLE database as:-
T2000/21b Unidentified.
T2000/21c Unidentified. 

Copies of the Veterinary Investigation Laboratory post-mortem examination reports and CEFAS 
contaminant analysis are included as appendices. 
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Figure 1. All three Kemp's ridley turtle strandings plotted on the UK coast.

Contaminant analysis of the two Kemp’s ridley turtles, T2000/19 and T2000/20, which stranded in 
England, were funded by WWF-UK.
T2000/21a, which stranded in Wales, was funded by the Environment Agency Wales. 
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APPENDICES.

Appendix 1. T2000/19 post-mortem examination report. 
Appendix 2. T2000/20 post-mortem examination report. 
Appendix 3. T2000/21a post-mortem examination report. 
Appendix 4. CEFAS contaminant analysis.  

T2000/19 liver & fat samples  LSN 2001/1497 liver. 
      LSN 2001/1500 fat. 

T2000/20 liver & fat samples LSN 2001/1498 liver. 
      LSN 2001/1501 fat. 

T2000/21a liver & fat samples LSN 2001/1499 liver. 
      LSN 2001/1502 fat. 

Appendix 5. Morphometrics chart. 
  (Please note a Leatherback turtle is used for illustration purposes on the morphometrics chart). 
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